
REP AFRIKA REPORTS – KONVWA POU LA REPARASYON, GOREE ISLAND, 

DAKAR SENEGAL, APRIL 2018 

 

A delegation of INOSAAR members (whom REP AFRIKA is the youth led auxiliary 

fellowship) responded to the appeal  launched by the International Movement for  

Reparations (MIR) based in Martinique to join the ”Konvwa Pou la Reparasyon” in  

Gorée Island, Senegal, from  25th to 29th April 2018. 

The event coincided with the 170th anniversary of the abolition of slavery in the French 

colonies. It gathered more than a hundred African people from different parts of the 

world who were able to learn, discuss and share their experiences during a symposium 

followed by artistic performances celebrating the diversity of African heritage and then 

by a highly symbolic torchlight march for reparations in an Island laden with history. 

 

Debates and Conferences 

The symposium was marked by several debates and conferences in which scholars, 

activists and former politicians from the African diaspora (the Caribbean, the USA, Great 

Britain, France, Senegal, Mali…) were invited to bring their perspectives on reparations 

for people of African descent. 

Among the main topics, the concept of International law and Reparations for the 

enslavement and genocide of people of African descendant lead lawyers guest 

speakers to stock of the current situation and judicial climate regarding the subject. 

The CARICOM initiatives regarding reparations as well as the lawsuit against the French 

State filed by the MIR were at the heart of the discussions, introducing how crucial the 

concepts of liability and accountability are in this case and the urgent need for an 

international and structured action by the African diaspora as a worldwide.  

It was also pointed out that reparations and other forms of transitional justice cannot 

be separated from the structural economic and social problems the continent of Africa 

has been facing for many decades. 

Following that, the speakers have also addressed the sanitary and health issues and 

thus, they highlightted the importance of getting back to African traditional medical 

practices, especially when the lack ethical rules governing the pharmaceutical industry 

is notorious. Moreover, a lot of African countries have to deal with the very problematic 

sale of out of date as well as counterfeit medicines, both being very accessible and 

cheap.  

It was concluded that only a clear comprehension of what “Reparations” really means 

and an historic grasp of its structural effects by all and especially by people of African 

descent would lead us to obtain an effective reparatory justice. 

 

List of the Guest Speakers 

Mrs Aminata TRAORE, Lawyer Georges Emmanuel GERMANY, Lawyer Maryse 

Duhamel, Doctor Erick GBODOSSOU, Lawyer Mambo Dowoti Desir, Professor 

Boubacar Boris DIOP, Lawyer  Brigitte FACORAT GAPARD 



House of slaves visit and torchlight march on the Gorée Island 

One of the key moments of the symposium was the visit of the House of Slaves  whose 

access was exclusively limited to members of the Konvwa for a few hours. For many of 

these last, this highly emotional visit was the first one and some of them came to the 

motherland for the first time at this occasion. Prayers and traditional songs were 

scanted during this memorable and symbolic visit. 

The second key moment of the symposium was the torchlight procession accross the 

Gorée Island cadenced by percussions combined with dances, songs and laughter 

between the “Konvwa” members and the inhabitants of the island. 

 

 

 

 

 


