
 

 

 
 

Dear [MP’s name], 

I am writing as local constituent regarding an important matter of concern to me [as a person of 
Afrikan heritage] [delete if not applicable]. 

I was horrified to recently discover that, up until 2015, tax-payers in Britain, [including myself as a 
descendant or relative of enslaved Afrikans] [delete if not applicable], were paying off a debt that was 
accrued as a result of the compensation awarded to British enslavers, as legislated with the Slavery 
Abolition Act 1833 (see, for example, the article in the Bristol Post from 13 February 2018: 
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/taxpayers-bristol-were-still-paying-1205049). 
 
The opinion of experts working in the field, like Bristol-based historian David Olusoga, has 
strengthened my own conviction about the injustice glaringly showed in this matter (see, for example, 
the article published in The Guardian on 12 Feburary 2018: 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/feb/12/treasury-tweet-slavery-compensate-
slave-owners).  
 
Such is the public outrage, that a petition has been started about this misuse of taxes 
(https://www.change.org/p/refund-our-taxes-paid-to-compensate-enslavers). This increasing public 
interest is stimulating not only public debate, but also academic research and discourses relevant to 
policy-making regarding these and other pertinent issues of domestic and foreign policies.  
 
The 17 March 2018 conference in Birmingham of the International Network of Scholars and Activists 
for Afrikan Reparations (INOSAAR: http://www.inosaar.llc.ed.ac.uk/), [of which I am a member] 
[delete if not applicable], is an example of such activity, which is drawing together both scholars, 
activists and policy-campaigners to exchange perspectives on their thinking and actions about how 
best to address these kinds of injustices.  
 
One recent political response has been the plan unveiled by the Labour Party for firms with links to 
the so-called Atlantic ‘slave trade’ to contribute to the setting up of a Slavery Educational Trust (see, 
for example, the article in The Standard: www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/labour-plans-for-slave-
link-firms-to-donate-money-to-new-charity-a3797801.html). 

In response to these developments, I am requesting your support to host a meeting in the Houses of 
Parliament to discuss ‘The Academic Legitimacy of the Afrikan Case for Reparations and its 
Implications for British State Policy-Making’. 
 
This proposed meeting in Parliament is important because, as hinted at in the ‘Refund Our Taxes’ 
petition, the refund of tax monies can assist the Afrikan Heritage Community to effect its own 
innovative ‘Pempamsie’-planning approaches to reparatory justice. In other words, Afrikan Heritage 



 

 

Communities will be able to design their own bespoke reparatory justice programme that will satisfy 
their own self-determined interests and purposes. Examples of such approaches include educational 
and other community self-repairs, which form a vital part of the reparative process and go far beyond 
paycheques to individuals and governments. 

I look forward to hearing from you on this urgent matter in due course. 

Yours Sincerely, 

[Add your name] 


