
 
 

Organised by the International Network of Activists and Scholars for Afrikan 
Reparations (INOSAAR) in collaboration with the Association panafricaine pour 
une réparation globale de l’esclavage (APRGE) and sponsored by the Arts and 

Humanities Research Council (AHRC, UK) 

19-21 SEPT 2018  

WITH 
Sir Hilary Beckles (Caricom Reparations Commission), Dr Siga 
Fatima Jagne (Social and Women’s Affairs ECOWAS), Dr 
Ousmane Sène (West African Research Centre) and leading 
figures from Barbados, Benin, France, Gambia, Ghana, 
Jamaica, Nigeria, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, UK and USA. 
  

 

Returning to Source: 
Reparative Justice 

for the Enslavement 
of Afrikan Peoples 

____ 

At the musée da 
Silva, Porto Novo, 

Benin 
____ 

Visit our website : 
https://www.inosaar.llc.ed.ac.uk 

 
CONTACTS 

 
INOSAAR: inosaar@ed.ac.uk 

APRGE: 
aprge2000@yahoo.com 
Nicola.Frith@ed.ac.uk 

hopescot@bu.edu 
quechoisirbenin2000@yahoo.

fr (tel: +229 62 81 82 71) 
olabernola@yahoo.fr (tel: 

+229 97 08 20 32) 
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INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM ON SLAVERY IN PORTO-NOVO 



 2 

 

 
 
 

Conference Programme 
 

Returning to Source: Reparative Justice for the Enslavement of African Peoples 
 

International Colloquium 
 

Musée da Silva 
Porto-Novo 

Republic of Benin 
 

19–21 September 2018 
 

ORGANISED BY THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS FOR AFRIKAN REPARATIONS 
(INOSAAR) IN COLLABORATION WITH THE ASSOCIATION POUR UNE RÉPARATION GLOBALE DE L’ESCLAVAGE 

(APRGE, BENIN) AND SPONSORED BY THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL (AHRC, UK) 
 

18 September 2018 
 
15h00 

 
Conference registration begins at the Musée da Silva 
 

18h00 Prayers and libations in the temples 
 

19 September 2018 
Day 1 

 
7h30 

 
Continuation of conference registration at the Musée da Silva 
 

8h00 Arrival of participants 
 

9h00 Official opening 
o Welcome from the organizing committee 
o Address by the Mayor of Porto-Novo 
o Address by the Minister in charge of tourism 
o Address by the First Vice-President of Parliament 

 
Cultural and spiritual intervention: Song by Olouwadamilaré and theatrical 
performance, ‘Les Princesses Adjogan’ 
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9h50 Nicki Frith and Joyce Hope Scott, ‘Genesis of the INOSAAR Project: Objectives and the 
Future…’ 
 

10h25 Keynote address 
Chair: Gnanmankou Dieudonné  
Sir Hilary Beckles (Chair of the Caricom Reparations Commission and Vice Chancellor 
at the University of the West Indies), ‘Why African Governments must join the 
Reparations Movement Now!’ 
 

11h15 Coffee/tea break 
 
11h30 

 
Session 1 
Chair: Dossou Dossa Bernard  

o Presentation by the honourable Houdegbé 
o Presentation by the former attorney Gbénaméto 
o Presentation by the museum curators Gounou et Amedé 

 
12h30 Plenary: Debate and Questions 
  
12h45 Lunch break 
 
14h00 

 
Session 2 
Chair: Léon Bio Poigou 

o Presentation by Jemadari Kamara (Director of the Centre for African, 
Caribbean and Community Development, University of Massachusetts, 
Boston, USA) 

o Presentation by Léon Bio Poigou  
o Presentation by Ousmane Sène (Director of the West African Research 

Centre, WARC, Dakar, Senegal) 
 

15h00 Plenary: Debate and Questions 
 
15h15 

 
Session 3 
Chair: Effiboley Patrick 

o Presentation by Zeguen Moussa Toure (President of the Mouvement Social 
Panafricain pour le Développement Intégral UBUNTU) 

o Presentation by Bernard Dossou Dossa (Director of the Association 
panafricaine pour une réparation globale de l’esclavage, APRGE, and Director 
of the NGO Que Choisir Bénin) 

 
15h55 Plenary: Debate and Questions 
 
16h30 

 
Guided tour of Porto-Novo to visit sites of memory linked to slavery. 
 

19h00 Conference dinner (8000 CFCA/person) 
 

20 September 2018 
Day 2 

 
8h30 

 
Keynote address 
Chair: Joyce Hope Scott 
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Siga Fatima Jagne (Commissioner for Social and Women’s Affairs, ECOWAS, Gambia) 
 

9h15 Special panel with crowned heads 
 

9h45 Panel 1: The Reparations Movement in Afrika and the Diaspora 
Chair: Al Hope  

o Olakunle Michael Folami (Adekunle Ajasin University, Nigeria), ‘Recognition 
and Reparations for the Generations of Off-springs of Slaves in West 
Africans’ 

o Isis Amlak (Global Afrikan Congress UK), ‘#Decolonise #Culturally-Engaged 
#Afrikan-Centred #ReparatoryJustice’ 

o Ayo Yusuff (Institute of African and Diaspora Studies, University of Lagos, 
Nigeria), ‘Toward Genuine and Sustainable Reparation: The Case of the 
Yoruba in Diaspora’ 

o Marie Marcelline Ecoue (University of Greenwich, UK), ‘The psychological 
and existential quest of Afrikan Diaspora tourists at cultural heritage sites in 
Afrika’ 

 
11h15 Tea/coffee break 
 
11h30 

 
Panel 2: Afrikan Complicity, Dictatorship and the Ongoing Crime Against Humanity 
Chair: Verene Shepherd  

o Kris Manjapra (Tufts University, USA), ‘The British Imperial Slave 
Emancipation Process as an Ongoing Crime against Humanity’ 

o Warren C. Hope (John H. Lounsbury College of Education, Georgia College 
and State University, USA), ‘Looking for a Door of Return’ 

o Hassoum Ceesay (Gambia National Museum, Banjul), ‘Dictator’s Obsession 
with Reparations: The 2008 Gambia-Africa Union Reparations, and 2016 
International Reparations Conferences’ 

 
12h30 Lunch break 
 
14h00 

 
Panel 3: Claims to Reparation: Past and Present, National and International 
Chair: Marie-Marcelline Ecoue  

o Morgan Moss Jr (N’COBRA International Affairs Commission, USA), ‘A 
Historical Analysis of The National Coalition of Blacks For Reparations in 
America: N’COBRA’ 

o Mnena Abuku (Benue State University, Nigeria) and Soloman Abuku 
(Department of History and Diplomatic Studies at the Federal University of 
Kashere, Nigeria), ‘Rapprochement and Reparation to Africa not Charity and 
Aid’ 

o Katarina Schwarz (University of Nottingham, UK), ‘Reconsidering Legal 
Redress for Historic Injustice: The Impact of Multiple Modalities of 
Reparatory Justice in International Law’ 

 
15h00 Panel 4: Self-Empowerment and the Creation of Maatbuntujamaas in the March for 

Reparations 
Chair: Ousmane Sène  

o Mawuse Yao Agorkor (VAZOBA-Afrika and Friends Networking Open Forum 
[VAZOBA-AFNOF] and ABLODENUDZRADOSAFO-Global Ewe Community of 
Practice for Pan-Afrikan Reparatory Justice [ABLODENUDZRASAFO-
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GECOPPARJ], Ghana), ‘Gbetowo in “Ablodenudzradonatotro” toward the 
Pan-Afrikan Reparations for Global Justice Victory of Maatubuntuman’  

o Kafui Yao Dade (EDIKANFO Pan-Afrikan Youth and Student Internationalist 
Link and INOSAAR-RepAfrika, Ghana), ‘“Maatubuntukaleviwo” in Youth 
(WYSCORISC) “Ubuntunkonsosua” for Planet Repairs’  

o Esther Stanford-Xosei (Pan-Afrikan Reparations Coalition in Europe, PARCOE, 
UK), ‘Maatubuntujamaas Twin-linking with Sankofahomes in Building 
Maatubuntuman: Our Principled Unity for the Pan-Afrikan Reparatory Justice 
Tackling of Maangamizi Crimes and Afrikan Complicity at Home and Abroad 
in Achieving Our Rendezvous of Victory!’  

 
16h00 Introduction to the general plenary debate by Dr Koudjo (Chief of Staff to the 

Minister of Research and Higher Education), followed by adoption of resolutions with 
Joyce Hope Scott, Nicki Frith et Ousmane Sène. 

  
16h45 Approval of the general report with Sir Hilary Beckles and Dossou Dossa Bernard. 
 
17h15 

 
Closing ceremony with Joyce Hope Scott, Nicki Frith, Urbain Karim da Silva and the 
Minister in charge of tourism. 
 

21 September 2018 
Day 3 

 
8h00 

 
Departure for Ouidah to visit the historical heritage site ‘The Door of No Return’, 
which forms part of the UNESCO Slave Route. Ouidah is also home to the Maison du 
Brésil art gallery, the Ouidah Museum of History, a Vodun temple and the sacred 
Forest of Kpasse.  
 

 

 


